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DULUTH- It’s the chance of a lifetime for aspiring entrepreneurs hoping to open a new retail business in downtown Duluth.

“I think a store like a Target store would be so beneficial to the downtown residents,” said Tommy O’Neill.

“I would like to see a Native American store, a history store,” said David Diver.

“There is a lack of men’s clothing stores downtown which I think would be helpful to the business people,” said Stan Salmi.

All great ideas and one of those types of stores may soon be opening, thanks to a contest put on by the Greater Downtown Council of Duluth.

“Receiving 56 applications was something that we never expected,” said Kristi Stokes, of the Greater Downtown Council of Duluth.

As of Thursday, those 56 are now down to 15 finalists in the "Go downtown, Grow downtown: Great Space Giveaway.”

The council has been collecting concepts for the past month from entrepreneurs wanting to open a new retail business in downtown Duluth.

“All of the concepts that we really looked at, it would be something that would compliment what we already have or it would be new to downtown Duluth,” said Stokes.

Out of the 15 finalists, one new and one expanding retail business will win a year of free rent, along with some help getting their business up and running.

“We're really going to work hand-in-hand with them so that they can develop a real solid business plan to take them to that next step,” said Stokes.

So far, there's a wide range of concepts from the top contenders.

“It ranges from things like women's clothing to variety stores to specialty foods to restaurants,” said Stokes.

The undisclosed finalists will spend the next few months developing a business plan, and hopefully go on to win this unique contest adding to the downtown retail mix.

“We just want to do whatever we can to make a better downtown,” said Stokes.

The two winners will be announced on June 15.
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